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22nd March 2020, prayers. 

Today a lot of us are focusing on the COVID-19 virus situation – but it is not actually very 

real to most of us as we haven’t actually seen it, however, it is definitely perturbing all 

our behaviour. So, as we come before our God, whom most of us haven’t actually seen, 

let us have an attitude of mind whereby we are looking for God to change how we 

behave – now and always. Let us begin our time of prayer with the Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven,  
hallowed be your name,  
your kingdom come,  
your will be done on earth as in heaven.  
Give us today our daily bread.  
Forgive us our sins  
as we forgive those who sin against us.  
Lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory  
are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 

As I prepared the prayers for today, I went back to the service I led in January – only 2 

months ago.  

Our prayers on that occasion were focused on desperate prayers for the drought and 

bushfires – it seems a life time ago! So, let us first remember with thanks that God did 

indeed answer our prayers for a situation that seemed just as beyond our control as 

COVID-19 does just now.  

On that day we prayed the prayer written by the Dean of St Andrew’s Cathedral, Sydney: 

Lord of all days and years, and time and eternity, you made this land and have 

blessed us with its riches and beauty. We have not always cared for the land, the 

wildlife, the waterways as you would have us do. You are a gracious and forgiving 

God, a refuge to all who seek your shelter, our strong defence in trial and 

tribulation. Send rain we pray to extinguish flames and heal our land. Mercifully 

protect life and property. Give help and hope to our neighbours assailed by fire. 

Comfort and provide for those who grieve. 

Uphold those who suffer loss, give peace and hope to those bewildered and 

broken-hearted. We thank you for men and women of courage and selflessness. 

We thank you for brave communities of care and support. We thank you for those 

who share your comfort and hope. We thank you for those at a distance giving and 

praying. Lord, you sent your Son so that we would know your power to save, your 
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presence with your people in this world of turmoil, and your promise to renew the 

whole creation. Turn our hearts to you, that we may have faith for this day and 

hope for eternity. 

We ask in Jesus' name, Amen. 

Heavenly father, we thank you for your answer to our prayers in January and come 

before you now with many of the same prayers in a new situation. With the hymn writer 

we acknoweldge: 

All we can do is nothing worth 

unless God blesses the deed; 

vainly we hope for the harvest-tide 

till God gives life to the seed; 

yet nearer and nearer draws the time, 

the time that shall surely be, 

when the earth shall be filled with the glory of God 

as the waters cover the sea. 

 

We realise it is so easy to get caught up in the concerns of life that we forget God’s bigger 

picture. Today, Heavenly Father, we ask you not only to keep our nation healthy, but to 

encourage us to use this time to develop a greater sense of appreciation for what you do 

give us – food, infrastructure, family and friends, and a wealth of available information, 

teaching, and learning, and the ability to try new ways of working and socialising. 

 

Gracious God, 

we humbly thank you for all your gifts so freely given to us, 

for life and health and safety, 

for power to work, leisure to rest, 

and for all that is beautiful in creation and human life. 

But, above all, we praise you 

for our Saviour Jesus Christ, 

for his death and resurrection, 

for the gift of your Spirit, 

and for the hope of sharing in your glory. 

Fill our hearts with all joy and peace in believing; through Jesus Christ our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

Heavenly father, you have designed us to be people who live in community – to a 

greater or lesser extent we all need it, far more than toilet paper or tinned 

tomatoes. We pray particularly for those whose life revolves around meeting 
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people whether at work, school or elsewhere and we ask you to support them with 

creativity and energy to make links with people – even though a computer is not 

the same as a hug or handshake. We think of the well-being of those who are 

tempted not to make the effort to maintain human interaction whether for fear of 

infection or fear of rejection or simple laziness.  

 

As we close our time of prayer, I am going to say a prayer of commitment to the 

people in or on the periphery of our lives who will particularly suffer from social 

distancing and isolation. I am particularly thinking of the elderly, the immune 

compromised, those who live alone, those who are socially awkward and don’t 

know how to create new ways to interact when an event is cancelled and so on. I 

am asking you to commit yourself to keeping in touch with a small group of people 

God lays on your heart, however long the current COVID-19 situation lasts: it might 

be written letters into a locked-down nursing home, it might be phone calls, Skype 

or facetime, waving across the fence and so on. Let us pause to think whether you 

are prepared to make this commitment.  

 

If you are prepared to join me in this commitment say Amen with me. 

 

Heavenly Father, we ask that you will lay on each of our hearts a handful of people 

with whom we will commit to making regular contact however long the social 

isolation goes on. We ask this in the strength and power of your son Jesus Christ, 

AMEN. 

 

 

 


	22nd March 2020, prayers.

